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How Shall I Prepare to Teach? 
GETTING PERSONS TO PARTICIPATE 


Teacuers of adults frequently ask, How do 
I get group participation? 

To get participation, you need— 

1. To desire that the members participate. If 
you are satisfied that you can give them the sub- 
stance of what they need, you will have minimum 
participation. If you feel deeply that, in order to 
grow in understanding, each must share in the 
learning process, you will be more likely to have 
participation. 

2. To prepare for participation. You must plan 
your teaching in relation to procedure as carefully 
as you plan your teaching in relation to content. 
You must think of ways in which you can involve 
the members of the group in the learning process. 

3. To assist persons to participate. Persons who 
are accustomed to having the leader carry the 
responsibility find it difficult to participate. Per- 
haps someone has been rebuffed when he injected 
an idea, therefore he hesitates. You must help 
persons to share their ideas and to become active 
in the learning process. 


Some DO’S to help you: 


1. Do be sure that the activity is worth par- 
ticipating in. 

2. Do provide conditions conducive to partici- 
pation. Be sure your room is comfortable, that 
your people are seated so that they feel friendly, 
that the members are acquainted with.one an- 
other. 


3. Do provide means for participation. These 





The Teacher’s Workshop : 


may be, at one time or another, conversation 
groups, project work groups, committee reports, 
individual interviews and reports, speakers in a 
symposium, or members of a panel discussion. 


Some DON’TS to avoid: 


1. Don’t call upon a daydreamer; it would be 
embarrassing to an adult. 

2. Don’t ask a nonparticipator to make a con- 
tribution. It may be that he is already participat- 
ing to the maximum of his ability. He may feel 
inadequate and recognize that others in the group 
have more to offer than he has at that moment. 

3. Don’t take the words out of the mouth of one 
who is speaking. Let him express himself. His 
vocabulary may not be as large as yours, but the 
feelings that he expresses can be interpreted only 
in his own way. It may seem important to clarify 
a statement, but do not restate what an individual 
has said unless the group feels the need for clarifi- 
cation. 

These are simple and elementary DO’S and 
DON’TS. First, you must be convinced that par- 
ticipation is important. Second, you must prepare 
for participation. Third, you must respect the in- 
dividual and honor the nonparticipant. 


In the Next Issue 


In the January issue we shall deal with some 
ways of helping adults grow in understanding of 
world relationships. How can this become a part 
of the teaching in the adult class in the church 
school? 


Doris P. DENNISON, staff member of the Department of Christian 
Education of Adults, Board of Education. 

















